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What is ADORE?

A Dialogue On Race and Ethnicity has been meeting for 9 years at All Souls Church as an open community offering a safe space to discuss race and ethnicity as frankly and thoughtfully as we can. ADORE is open. Anyone may join discussions of topics centered on the operation of race and ethnicity, particularly at All Souls Church. 

What does ADORE do?

ADORE meets from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month, usually in the library of All Souls Church, to engage in conversations on issues related to race and ethnicity. Some past conversation topics include:

· A Covenant of Right Relations (with the Committee on Ministry)

· Multicultural Outreach and Inreach (with the Multicultural Ministry Task Force and Building the Beloved Community)

· Black Pioneers in a White Denomination

· All Souls Church’s History in the Last Fifty Years

· Race Talk and Identities

· Denominational Growth and White Flight in the DC Metro Area

· Where’s Thomas Jefferson? (with the Aesthetics Committee)

In the winter of 2006 and 2007, we are engaging in four conversations regarding the church’s attitudes toward race and ethnicity reflected in sermons delivered by our pastors entitled “Race, History and Sermons at All Souls Church.”

We operate a listserv open to anyone interested in matters of race and ethnicity. To subscribe, go to http://lists.all-souls.org/listinfo/adore and follow the directions that you find there.

In addition to conducting these monthly conversations, ADORE sponsored Jubilee I and II anti-racism training for several years, and it:

· participated in action opposing the genocide in Darfur, 

· helped organize recent Kwanzaa celebrations, 

· sponsored talks by 

· Prof. Sheryll Cashin on housing integration
· Rev. William Sinkford and others on reparations,

· supported DC Emancipation Day observances at All Souls Church, and

· recognized contributions of Rev. Moncure Conway, a 19th century abolitionist minister called and then dismissed by All Souls Church.

2006 Goals and Accomplishments

1. Conduct a Jubilee II Antiracism Training weekend.

ADORE sponsored a Jubilee II Training on the weekend of March 24 to 26 attended by 20 participants.
2. Encourage and support the church’s observation of D.C. Emancipation Day which fell on Easter Sunday in 2006.

ADORE encouraged recognition of “Emancipation Sunday” in 2006 and promoted events on that day, including an afternoon concert sponsored by Silver Souls, in the Hilltop, the City Paper, the Washington Post, and with a banner on the church’s 16th Street fence.

3. Encourage the church’s participation in events in Falmouth, Virginia celebrating the roles of Moncure Conway in the abolitionist movement.

ADORE supported the unveiling of a plaque designating the Conway home in Fredericksburg as an historic site, recognized on Juneteenth, 2006. Rev. Robert Hardies spoke eloquently of Rev. Conway’s role at All Souls Church in the decade preceding the Civil War and the church’s ambivalence concerning abolition and secession. Descendants of enslaved people held by the Conway family whom Moncure Conway assisted move to the Conway Colony in southern Ohio also attended this celebration and commemoration.
4. Assure an effective celebration of Kwanzaa at All Souls Church.

In prior years, ADORE and its members were instrumental in holding two People’s Voices services celebrating Kwanzaa. In 2006, ADORE is working to institutionalize a celebration as part of the church’s worship tradition.

2006 Budget

ADORE’s budget for 2006 was $5,000 that supported the Jubilee II Training weekend, promotion of Emancipation Sunday, and promotion of Building the Beloved Community events in the Fall.
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