In 2006, All Souls! All Vote! participated in three new activities.  

First, with support from the Beckner Fund members formed a beginning Spanish class.  The twelve week course was organized with help from the Carlos Rosario School and taught by Marco Lopez.  The purpose of the course was to jumpstart Spanish language acquisition among All Vote members who would like to become better engaged in our community.

Second, All Vote collaborated with the WIN team at All Souls on the Neighborhoods First voter mobilization effort to demonstrate WIN’s collective power and support an agenda of support for affordable housing and other issues.  All Vote members served as captains in the mobilization effort, attended WIN events, and volunteered for canvassing, among other roles.  In the end, the WIN/All Vote collaboration helped increase the average number of voters at the polls in three precincts around the church.

Third, All Souls! All Vote! supported work by members of the congregation to pass legislation securing federal voting representation for the District of Columbia in Congress.  This activity involved an ad hoc committee of congregants who worked closely with DC Vote.  They attended congressional hearings, monitored the legislation’s progress, mounted a postcard and phone drive to contact UUs in key states, and collaborated with the UUA.  The legislation has not yet completed its journey, but the progress has been substantial and the outlook is hopeful.

Finally, All Vote members participated in two voter registration events, a continuation of our original mission to increase voter enfranchisement within the All Souls community. 

Contact:  Ann Steinecke at asteinecke1@yahoo.com or 202-829-6594.
