


ARCHIVES GROUP:  ANNUAL REPORT 11/15/2006
Chairs:  Molly & Bob Freeman

Active volunteers:  Myles & Ruth Johnson, Robert Trautman, Nancy Simon, Kat Shiffler, Emily Dyer, who coordinates the work related to the Hiroshima drawings.  Two Roots and Wings classes offered quick fingers and strong arms.  We have built on the work of Emilie Wiggins, Wendy Carter, Mychalene Giampaoli, and Judith Bauer.
Other participants:  Eileen Suarez-Findlay who is facilitating contacts with American University and Catholic University;  Louise Green who is supervising Sean Sanford’s work on David Eaton and social justice.  Sean is a student at Georgetown University

A special note of thanks to the cleaning staff who have helped us mop up occasional floods, to Mel Hardy and Jan O’Connell who were faithful supporters of our work and to Buddy Adams who helped create our work space.

In addition, until September, Kat Shiffler volunteered weekly in the Archives.  Through the summer, A Beckner grant allowed her to work half time.

Our church budget was $2700, most of which was used to purchase file cabinets, shelving, and archival supplies.  In addition, as mentioned above, we received a $3000 Beckner grant which funded Kat’s work and provided an additional $1000 for supplies.  Over 800 hours of volunteer time have been clocked.
Our primary mission is to collect, preserve, and make available for use the Church’s historical documents.  We address primarily End statement 7 by enlarging our sense of community to include the work and thinking of staff and members who’ve preceded us.
Goals:  1.  to outfit an archives room where our history can be stored safely and become increasingly accessible.
2. to sort the miscellaneous papers in some 100 boxes into a coherent system.

`
 3.  to create categories for minutes of the board, end of year financial reports, end of year Congregational reports, orders of service, sermons, newsletters, and various other lay activities.

4. to search myriad hiding places in the church for archival treasures
Numbers 1 and 3 are largely achieved.  Numbers 2 and 4 are ongoing.

Major events:  creation of a display of ASC history at the time of Emancipation; creation, under the umbrella of ADORE of a course on Ministers from Robert Little through Ulysses Pierce, A. Powell Davies, Duncan Howlett, David Eaton and Daniel Aldridge, Associate Ministers James Reeb and William Gardiner, examining their thinking and statements about race; support and assistance to the Silver Souls in their development of a display on ASC ministers.
Meetings:  We meet regularly to organize and file and make decisions while we’re working.  Meetings to develop our connections with American University and Catholic University will continue.  Meetings to support research projects are scheduled as needed.
Our visible projects this year have had a special focus on anti racism and diversity.  Our care of the Archives is a part of caring for the earth, preservation and re-cycling being ongoing projects.
