Beckner-All Souls Advancement Fund – Annual Report for 2006

The Beckner Committee: Erica Greeley and Britt Gwinner, Co-Chairs; Clarence Davenport, Dulce Benavides, Anita Lee, and Adrian Valdivia.  Rev. Louise Green, Beckner Fund Administrator.
The All Souls-Beckner Advancement Fund is grounded in a commitment to social change philanthropy and seeks to fund efforts that work for social justice. The Fund was established in 1973 through a generous donation from All Souls members Earl and Meta Beckner.  

For the 2005-2006 grant cycle, interest areas for external 501-c-3 organizations included grants that proposed to:  

· Expand and/or preserve affordable housing access ;

· Address community tensions resulting from neighborhood demographic changes, e.g., multiracial coalition building;

· Increase voter registration/education/turnout

· Build the advocacy and activism skills of residents in Ward 1

In addition, the Fund awards grants for social justice programming to internal groups that are part of the All Souls Congregation, on an ongoing basis.

External grants awarded at the end of 2005, for use in 2006, were:

· Empower DC for organizing with low-income parents and children -- $10,000

· Manna CDC for organizing on equitable development -- $10,000

· Youth Action Research Group for youth organizing – $8,000

· Jubilee Jobs for nonviolence training -- $2,000

Internal and external grants awarded in 2006, for use in 2006, were:

· ASC Director of Social Justice Ministries, 3rd year of salary grant:  $30,000

· Network of Spiritual Progressives May, 2006  Conference:  $10,000

· ASC Archives Research Intern: $3,000

· Columbia Heights Youth Club for work on history documentation: $3,000

To review the guidelines for the Beckner Committee grant process, see the All Souls website under Social Justice, Grants Available:  all-souls.org.  For more information, or to discuss internal grant proposal ideas, contact Louise Green, Beckner Fund Administrator, 332-5266 x114 or lgreen@allsouls.ws .

