Ethical Dialog at All Souls Church, Unitarian          November 2006

Meeting each Sunday in the Reception Room from 9:15 to 10:40, the Ethical Dialog welcomes new and old participants to our examination of ethical and moral complexities in modern life.     By suggesting the 9:15 gathering time, we are able to begin promptly at 9:30.

For the present, rather than seeking outside expertise in published works or with special speakers, we explore our personal interpretations of the issues under consideration.  Each participant is afforded equal time to interpret the issue or frame the dialog.  Our procedure generates interesting and often surprising interpretations of the topic, and avoids excessive attention to any one position.  
For the past two years the Dialog has not met during July and August.  The last Sunday of each month is designated for an open discussion, a time for exploring overlooked or neglected ethical and moral challenges of the day.  
No new plans have yet been made for the coming year 2007.  We are, however, considering introducing a periodic “This I Believe” session, perhaps once a month, to parallel the current NPR series based on the original 1951 radio presentations introduced by Edward R Murrow.  An initial offering is scheduled for a December Dialog session.  

The following is a listing of the topics considered over the past five months:  

People of Faith! Faith-based!  Faith in What?  -- The ‘faith-based’ criterion appears prominently, and controversially, in the U S policy cauldron of the present.  Are we misusing the concept?   Do we know what faith is?  

The Israeli Lobby and Political Bias -- Two generally respected academicians have recently alleged a persistent and dominant influence of an ‘Israeli Lobby’ underpinning U S policy in the Middle East.  The reaction has been severe.  Is U S policy neutral in the Middle East conflict?  Should it be?  Can it be?   

The Immigration Dilemma and Wages -- Is the immigration ‘crisis’ centrally hanging on the U S wage structure, as one union leader asserts, or is the issue more deeply embedded in the social and economic system?    

The American “Idea” and the “American” -- Deciphering our identity (or identities) is indeed complex.  Appiah promotes combined identities in his ‘cosmopolitan citizen’; yet Amartya Sen suggests that “conflict and violence are sustained by the illusion of a unique identity…” Does the idea of an American identity or the ‘American idea’ lead us forward to the good society?   

An Election in DC – Is Everyone Invited?  -- A new Mayor and new Council members will be chosen later this year with significant attention given to the issues of diverse groups of the population.   Will Latinos be counted among those diverse groups?     

Delivering Democracy --The Administration’s foreign policy calls for spreading democracy throughout the Middle East and elsewhere—but is there a distinction between ‘imposing’ and ‘offering’ a good value?   Is there any difference between offering and proselytizing a religious faith?     

Craigslist, Discrimination and Privacy -- The Chicago Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights is suing Craigslist for violating anti-discrimination laws by allowing ads to specify sex, race, sexual orientation, etc. on its internet service.   Amazon.com, Yahoo.com, EBay, Google and AOL are all supporting Craigslist.  Are Craigslist and the internet more like newspapers than telephone service?  

“Bunks for Drunks”?-- Kings County (Seattle) has opened a 75-bed homeless shelter that permits continued use of alcohol for its inhabitants.   Is such a practice morally and medically ethical?   
California’s Prop 87:  Where does Arnie Stand? -- Tuesday, the 7th, will tell many tales.  One is whether California will move dramatically toward developing “green” clean-power technologies by taxing oil producers and investing in ‘green’.  Has the Governor taken a stand?  Is this proposition in the public interest? 

Campaign Advertising:  Is Money the Culprit? -- Over the past several years, much information (an excess?) has been published about the corrupting influence of money on campaign advertising.  Bias, falsehoods, innuendo and unscrupulous tactics bordering on the illegal compete with honest advertising.  Is this corruption in the process or a natural consequence of ‘democracy’?   

New York trans-fat ban: Life-saver or Orwellian? -- A proposal to ban most artery-clogging trans-fats from New York's restaurants could save thousands of lives, say supporters.  But others ask city authorities to modify their "Orwellian regulation".

