     ANNUAL REPORT FOR COMMITTEES AND GROUPS

All Souls Church   Calendar Year 2006

	Name of Committee or Group
	Unitarian Universalists for Social Justice (UUSJ)  

	
	UUSJ is a regional UU group with congregational members and individual members from some 20 congregations.  It is not a UUA group, though UUA supports our work.   The relationship is that ASC pays dues and also contributes funds to run UUSJ from the Social Justice budget.   In turn, we hope that ASC does gain something by empowering/inviting members to work on our four task forces and/or stay in touch with all that is going on in the region.  We work hard to energize the congregations in the subburbs to be active in Social Justice, and now working to bring National Universalist Memorial Church into greater activity.


Contacts

	Chair / Co-chair
	co-chairs: Gary Mummert & Pat Karlsen

	Other point(s) of contact
	Rev. Cynthia Snavely, 301-588-1951

	Names of Members 
	ASC members: Rev. Green and Helen Rose


Resources Used

	Annual Budget ($)
	$55,000

	Annual Volunteer Hours Expended
	Hundreds of hours, hours not tracked

	Staff support received
	Rev. Green consults on on-going basis


Mission & End Statements

	Primary Mission
	Increase resources for regional SJ work

	Which UU Principles inform your mission?
	Respect for human dignity and the interdependent  web

	Which End Statements do you work on?
	Witnessing to UU values in the Nation’s capitol; seeking a more just and compassionate neighborhood


Goals & Activities

	Goals for this past year
	Increase education and advocacy work in our four task forces and cooperate with others in anti-racism work as social justice

	Goals achieved 
	Extensive work on Marriage equality in Virginia and MD, on showings of Climate Change films, facilitating support for Mont. Co. Habitat for Humanity, health care bills advanced in MD. Success with enticing UU’s to attend JPD’s racial justice conference.

	Major events or activities
	Workshops in March and June 2006, regional/cluster activities in September 2006; co-sponsored JPD racial justice conference


Meetings

	How often do you meet?
	Leadership team meets every two weeks,

Executive committee meets every month,

Board meets one or twice each year,

Task forces meet as needed.

	How long is a typical meeting?
	1.5 to 2.5 hours, most by tele-conference


Support of Church Initiatives

	How do you incorporate and promote anti-racism and diversity?
	Workshops, plus we support the Diversity Team of Baltimore Washington Growth group and support the Journey Toward Wholeness Team of JPD

	How do you incorporate care for the earth?
	Facilitated showing of climate change DVDs in numerous UU congregations.   Sponsor workshops and on-line dialogue


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION for 2006 Activities:

See Annual Report for 2005-2006 Activities http://www.uusj.org/UUSJ_Annual_Report_2005_2006.PDF
March 4, 2006: Feeding the Flame of Justice IV: Doing Social Justice Work with a Multicultural Lens

Morning Program:

“Doing Social Justice Work with a Multicultural Lens”; Manny Brandt, National Multicultural Institute

Afternoon Workshops: 

Social Justice Chairs Roundtable  

            Effective Advocacy Practices; UUA Washington Office Staff   


Freedom to Marry with Barbara Kenny and Tibby Middleton

March 31- April 1, 2006: Two Workshops at JPD 2006 Spring Conference

“The Generous Heart of Liberalism: the Power to Transform”; Facilitator: Veronica Adams

“Justice-Making as the Final Fruit of Spiritual Generosity”; Facilitator: Rev. Terry Ellen, UUSJ Executive Director

June 3, 2006: Pre-Board Meeting Programming

Keynote: Rev. Bill Murry

Workshops:  

· Review of May 2006 Spiritual Progressives Conference; Facilitators: Rev. Terry Ellen and Craig Dylan Wyatt

· Roundtable: Day-Laborers/ Minutemen; Facilitators: Bob Geiger of UU Church

· of Silver Spring and a representative of Reston Interfaith

· Reaching Out to ALL People; Facilitators: Rev. John Crestwell, Race Dowling

· and Joyce Dowling  

· Using the Web for Social Justice Work  Facilitator: Joyce Dowling

Other Endeavors:

· Visited congregations to present our cooperative work in forums, services, etc.

· Maintained a website with information on our task forces and a calendar of events for many social justice endeavors in the area.
· Sent out a monthly e-news highlighting upcoming area social justice events
· Applied for and received a UUSC grant to hire a part-time person facilitating Virginia UU congregations in hosting public forums on the effects of the proposed state constitutional amendment regarding marriage.
