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Overview

This was a year of great challenges and great blessings for the landscaping maintenance at All Souls Church. The main challenge was me breaking 6 bones in my leg/ankle/foot April 30th, and the main blessing was the fact that the 7th Principle Committee included Gardening in their list of volunteer contribution for All Souls Church. The other main challenges were the drought in late summer and the constant theft of tools and materials. The other main blessing was all of the people who were willing to come and help with watering the trees and flowers, including the trees that clean the air we breathe. 

Specific Activities for 2007

There were 15 gardening events this year 2007 (17 were planned but 2 were cancelled because of my injury). Nonetheless we managed to keep the place looking very nice and not overgrown.

Sunday January 21, 2007 Volunteer Activity Day at ASC

Participated in the event; 14 people signed up; several of them participated during the year.

Saturday April 14

We had 7 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we weeded, eliminated weeds from the slate around the front steps, planted flowers in the urns at the front of the church, pruned the holly trees, and mulched the cherry trees. On the South Lawn, we mulched the trees, and finished pruning the mulberry tree. In the Courtyard, we planted flowers around the fountain, and removed a dead bush. Concerning the street trees, we weeded and mulched the tree boxes on 16th St and Harvard St adjacent to the church.

Wednesday April 18

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Saturday June 2

We had 4 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we weeded around the sign and the big flower bed, mulched the cherry trees, around the sign, and along the 16th St fence, edged everything, and watered. On the South Lawn, we cleaned out and disposed of the mess of garbage and brush left by the playground project. In the Courtyard, we mulched in the north half of the area. 

Wednesday June 13

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Saturday June 30

We had 13 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we weeded around the sign and the big flower bed, edged around the sign and big flower bed, planted new flowers in the urns in front of the steps, and pulled all the weeds from around the slate patio in front of the steps. On the South Lawn, we weeded the flower bed along 16th St. In the Courtyard, we planted a few more flowers around the fountain to replace dead ones. Concerning the street trees, we weeded the tree boxes, and added more mulch in the tree boxes.

Thursday July 19

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Saturday July 28

We had 6 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we weeded around the sign and the big flower bed, edged around the sign and big flower bed, pruned the hollies some more, and watered everything. On the South Lawn, we watered everything (trees, flower beds). In the Courtyard, we weeded, edged, and watered everything. We watered the street trees.

Thursday August 16

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Saturday August 25

We had 7 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we weeded around the sign and the big flower bed, watered everything, planted additional flowers in the urns in front of the steps, and snipped back the dead buds on the hibiscus in the urns. On the South Lawn, we watered all the trees and flower beds. In the Courtyard, we planted a few more flowers around the fountain, weeded everything, watered everything, troubleshooted problems with the fountain, cleaned the fountain, pulled out baby nandinas taking over the SW quadrant, and edged around all the flower beds. Concerning the street trees, we weeded and watered the tree boxes on 16th St.

Saturday September 15

We had 7 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we cleaned up garbage from the front steps down to 16th St, dead-headed the flowers in the urns, and watered the asters in the urns. In the Courtyard, we snipped dead buds off the flowers around the fountain to encourage blooming. Concerning the street trees, we weeded and watered the tree boxes on 16th St and Harvard St, and on the 2nd tree box on 16th St, we removed mounded clay from the tree box, hauled it away, and put back topsoil & mulch so rain would not run off and would infiltrate instead.

Note: I did put in a request with the City and with Casey Trees, on September 3rd, to have the 1st tree on Harvard St at 16th St, which is dead, replaced.

Wednesday September 19

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Wednesday October 17

I didn’t keep as detailed records for weeknight events, but usually we either followed up on unfinished tasks from the previous Saturday gardening day (or prepared for the next one), and watered and weeded all of the flower beds and trees.

Saturday October 20

There were only 3 volunteers on this day. On the Front Lawn, we planted new chrysanthemums in the urns in front of the church, and watered them. In the Courtyard, we also planted yellow flowers all around the fountain, watered them, and cleaned up various messes that people left (a pile of brush, a bunch of empty pots stuck in 10 different places, bricks all over the place, etc).

Wednesday November 14

There were 4 volunteers on this day. We watered all of the areas where we planned to plant bulbs on Saturday Nov 17 so the ground would be soft for digging and planting.

Saturday November 17

There were 7 volunteers on this day. We planted over 400 bulbs on the Front Lawn (around the sign, along 16th St, and along the big flower bed), the South Lawn (along 16th St, and in the 3 RE flower beds along the Sanctuary wall), and the Courtyard.

Plans for next year 2008

I plan to put some time and effort into putting a big lock on the garden shed. Tons of tools got stolen this year, and other groups in the church kept leaving me bags of garbage and stuff to deal with. I plan to have several of the trees and bushes pruned by Bonifant Tree Service during the dormant period for trees and people (Jan-Feb); the work is too much for volunteers. I plan to do a lot of outreach to get more members involved in helping with the work. And other than that, I plan to have one Saturday gardening event and one weekday evening gardening event per month.

